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slavia through him, the calculation that the state would
not hold together if he were killed.

Pavelitcn frequently referred to the King in his
newspapers as "Alexander the Last." He predicted
that there would be no more Karageorgievitch kings.
When Alexander went the dynasty would perish with
him. The heir to the throne was only ten years old
and such confusion must ensue before young Peter
came of age that the dynasty might seem condemned.
In December, 1933, after the arrest of Peter Oreb,
Alexander gave this matter his serious thought. Only
by God's grace had he escaped being killed on his birth-
day. No thanks were due to the police. Only the
cheering Croats and an impulse in Oreb's heart had
saved him. The men had been there in the Yelachitch
with their bombs and they had allowed him to pass.
A great power had been helping these men. That
power might not allow itself to be baffled or discouraged
by one failure. The attempt might be repeated. And
the danger could not be dealt with because it lurked
beyond the frontier.

In the event of the King's sudden death the prime
minister, Uzunovitch, would be left in supreme power,
but this old Serbian politician, a devotee of party
politics, was hardly the man to lead a united people,
All the irreconciliables would be clamouring for revolu-
tionary legislation. Even if the Queen survived she
had no experience of statecraft and was incapable of
coping with Jugoslav politics. Some better provision
must be made for the eventuality. The King stayed at
Zagreb until Christmas and then departed to his villa
at Bled to make his will.

There was deep snow; the mountains were clad with
dreaming pines. There was not one boat on the quiet,
desolate lake, no tourists. Bled at Christmas time was
a perfect place for meditation on life and death. He
had sent his marshal, Dimitrievitch, to spend the holiday
with his family in Belgrade. He could not be bothered